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Inflatable PFD

ANNUAL SELF INSPECTION AND SERVICE
INSTRUCTIONS

Itis recommended that an accredited service agent
conducts a full inspection of your PFD every second year.

1. Read the following instructions carefully. If you require any assistance regarding self-servicing of your
inflatable PFD you are advised to contact an accredited service centres for advice. These self-service
instructions are for PFD’s for recreational use only not for PFDs in commercial use. If PFD is used
commercially, servicing should only be by anauthorised accredited service centre every 12 months.

2. The green firing indicator located on the side of the CO2 inflation mechanism will be broken, ensure you
have purchased green firing indicators before starting, as wellas CO2 cylinders and automatic cartridge/
bobbins. Bobbin should not be older than 3 years - all these parts are available through accredited
retailers or authorised certified service centres.

3. Always use the self-inspection certificate to maintain a record of the inspection/service.

WARNING: Ifacomponent failsanyof theinspection steps orindeed the PFDfailsto operate-the PFD
must bereplaced or the faulty component replaced before further use. In this circumstance the PFD must
besenttoanauthorised accredited service centrefor furtherteststobeconducted.

WARNING: You mustnotrepair any part ofthe PFDduring inspection/service.

Inspection 1:
1.1  General Visuallnspection
a. Nowear ordamagetothe outer cover ofthe PFD
b. Outer cover closure is working
correctly (zipper if applicable or
hook/loop)
C Nodamagetowebbingstraps
d. Buckleoperationiscorrect(openandclosebuckle)
e. Loadindicatorthreadisnotbrokenifapplicable

1.2 Openoutercoverandcheck
a Oralinflationtubehasnodamage.
Whistle (Blow to checkoperation)

b.
C. Grabstrapnovisualdamage
d. Retroreflectivetapeisfirmlyattachedandnotdamaged.

1.3 Models fitted with integral safety harness check that all harness
components have no visible damage or excessive wear.

Whistle attachment
Crotch strap/Holding down strap

a. Check webbing

b. Stainless steelbuckles

C. Stainless steelD-Ring

d. Stitching

e. Load indicator forbroken stitch if applicable
f. Grab strap

g.

h.




Inspection 2:

1.1  Inspectionofthe Bladder

a. Open cover and inspect bladder has no signs of excessive
abrasion or wear. Pay extra attention to folds and area
around inflation systems.

b. Inflate bladder by using red oral tube. leave the inflated PFD
12hrs in a room with stable temperature of around 20C. If
the temperature goes down overnight, this will affect
pressure. Check there is no loss of pressure and no visible
damagetothe bladder.

STOP

If the bladder is damaged or the pressure falls, the PFD must be replaced or sent to an accredited service station for
furthertests.Underno circumstances mustyou attempttorepairthe PFD.

Inspection 3:

Inspection of mouth inflation tube and its valve. Check mouth inflation tube and valve operate correctly. Deflate the life jacket
by inverting the cap and placing the tab onto the top of the mouth inflation tube. Press cap gently to expel air. When PFD is
fully deflated replace cap to normal position. Do not put anything other than the inverted cap down the oral inflation tube to
deflate as foreign objects may damage the valve.
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Inspection 4:

Inspectionof CO2 Cylinder. Checkthatcorrecttype/size of CO2 cylinderisfittedtotheinflation head (sizeis printed onthe
bladder near inflation head or the cylinder/inflation head protective cover). Remove the CO2 cylinder by unscrewing it
counter clockwise and inspectthoroughly. it should be intact with no rust or corrosion. Replace the cylinderifthe end cap

hasbeenpierced,itisdamaged orthe cylinder exhibits signsofrustorcorrosion.

(IR

STOP

Ifthe CO2 cylinderis serviceable check weight of the cylinder on akitchen or letter scales to ensure that the weight of the
cylinder corresponds to the minimum gross weight engraved onthe cylinder, (GR.WT) +/- 2g. Ifthe weight is incorrect or
the cylinder is in any way defective it must be replaced. (A replacement cylinder should also be checked in the
same manner). Record engraved GR.WT. and actual weight of cylinder on your self inspection certificate.

NB!MakesurethatallscrapedCO2cylindersaredisposedofatonce.

Max +/-2,0g

OK STOP

Inspection 5:

With the C02 cylinder removed, pull the manual lanyard sharply to ensure thatthe lever moves freely, and that the piercing
cutterappearsundamaged. If thelevermovesfreelyandthe piercing cutterappearsundamaged, rearmthe inflation head by
folding back the lever into the normal position and secure with a new green firing indicator clip. If the inflation head does not
operate properly, or if you are concerned about the operation of the mechanism, you must send the PFD toanaccredited

serviceagentforinspectionandfurtheraction.
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Inspection 6:
Inspection and rearming of automatic inflation head (automatic models only) Cartridge or Bobbin (as applicable) must be

replaced if it has been immersed in water, is past its expiry date or if the expiry date falls before PFD’s next scheduled
service.

a. For automatic models fitted with United Moulders automatic inflation head with water sensing cartridge (Fig 1)
UML cartridge has 3 year lifespan and is printed with an expiry date.
1. Unscrewthecartridgeturncounterclockwise.
2. Checkthatthe cartridge is clean and completely dry.
3. Recordthe expiry date printed on the cartridge on the inspection certificate and check that the green indicator is
in place. Discard and replace cartridge if expiry date falls within next 12 months or green indicator at base of
cartridge is notvisible.
4. Rearm by screwing cartridge clockwise onto base of inflated head. Ensure thread is not obstructed and
tigthen firmly using light hand force only. Ensure that the green auto firing indicator (at base of cartridge) is
presentonanyauto cartridge fitted to the inflator head.
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Fig 1. United Molders automatic inflation head.

b. For automatic models fitted with Halkey Roberts automatic inflation head with transparent cartridge and water
sensing bobbin (Fig 2.) The Halkey Roberts Bobbin has a lifespan of three years andis printed with the date of
manufacture. Calculate whenreplacementbobbinis due. There are two differentformats for the date. Example 0650
denotes year 2006 on the 50th day. Alternatively Feb 19 06HRC, denotes the 19th of February 2006. In recreational
use the bobbin mustbe replaced no later than the third year from its manufacturing date.

1. Check if green indicator is showing at the base of head. Remove the bobbin by unscrewing the transparent
cartridge counter clockwise. Discard bobbin if expiry date (see paragraph above) falls within next 12 months or
greenindicator atbase of transparent head is not visible when armed. Torearm theHalkeyRobertsautomatic
inflationhead.

2. Fitthe bobbin (the bobbin will only fit one way round).

3. Refit transparentcartridge by screwingitclockwise untilhandtight.

4. Checkthatthe greenfiringindicatorisvisible.
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Fig 2. Halkey Roberts automatic inflation head
The water sensing bobbin is inside the transparent cartridge




Inspection 7:

Refittingthe CO2 Cylinder

a. EnsurethatCO2 cylinder has passedinspection (Refer Instruction 4)

b. Ensurethattheinflation head has passedinspectionand rearmed (Refer Instruction 5)

C. Ensurethatautomatic cartridge has passedinspectionandisrearmed. (ReferInstruction 6)

d. Hold the unit firmly and screw the CO2 cylinder clockwise into top of the inflator head. Hand tighten until firm.

DONOTUSE ANY TOOL ORUNDUE FORCE

Warning: When replacing withanew CO2 cylinder the new cylinder should be inspected as per Instruction 4. For the piercing
cutter to work correctly both the CO2 cylinder and automatic cartridge (when fitted) must be firmly handtightenedonto
inflation head.

Inspection 8:

Recordservice inspectiononyour PFD.

If the PFD has passed all applicable self inspection instructions described in Instructions 1 through 7, using permanent
laundry marker Sign and date the Service Inspection label located on the inflation head side of the PFD bladder. Format for
dating a self inspection should be SI-YY-MM (the prefix Sl is to indicate self inspection) For example for a self inspection
completedin August2010 service schedule should show SI-10-08

Inspection 9:

Repack PFD.
Repack the PFD according to modelinstructions as described in your PFD owners manual. make sure the manual pull
lanyard is nottangled and that the lanyard knob is hanging outside the PFD cover.

Inspection 10:

Certify PFDinflatable SelfInspection Certificate

Sign self inspection certificate and record the date self inspection was completed. Itis also recommended that the
next inspection due date is noted in space provided and that the signed and dated certificate is placed in boat’s
safety equipmentlog for future reference.



Record of Inflatable PFD Inspection.

Make Model

Serial Number

Service Date

Next Service

Owner

Address

Under no circumstances attempt any repairs!

Inspection Pass | Fail
1.1 General Inspection
1.2 Open Outer Cover and check
1.3 Harness Component
2.1 Check Bladder for Abrasion/Wear
2.2 Performed Bladder Leakage Test
3.1 Operation of Mouth Inflation Tube and Valve
4.1 Check CO2 Canister for Corrosion or Damage
4.2 CO2 Canister New/Inspected Engraved Gross Weight:
(Delete as required)
Actual Weight:
Size:
5.1 Operation of Firing Head
Secured New Indicator Clip
Clip: Brand/Model:
6.1 Automatic Inflation Green Indicator in Place
Record: Automatic Inflation Head Expiry Date:
7.1 Refit New/Inspected CO2 Canister
(Delete as required)
8.1 Sign and Date Inspection Schedule attached to PFD
9.1 Repack PFD

Inspected by

Signature




